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From 1942 to 1946, the project was directed by Major General Leslie Groves of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
Nuclear physicist J. Robert Oppenheimer was the director of the Los Alamos Laboratory that designed the bombs. The
Army program was designated the Manhattan District, as its first headquarters were in Manhattan; the name gradually
superseded the official codename, Development of Substitute Materials, for the entire project. The project absorbed its
earlier British counterpart, Tube Alloys, and subsumed the program from the American civilian Office of Scientific
Research...
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The Los Alamos Laboratory, also known as Project Y, was a secret scientific laboratory established by the Manhattan
Project and overseen by the University of California during World War Il. It was operated in partnership with the United
States Army. Its mission was to design and build the first atomic bombs. J. Robert Oppenheimer was its first director,
serving from 1943 to December 1945, when he was succeeded by Norris Bradbury. In order to enable scientists to
freely discuss their work while preserving security, the laboratory was located on the isolated Pajarito Plateau in
northern New Mexico. The wartime laboratory occupied buildings that had once been part of the Los Alamos Ranch
School.
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The Soviet atomic bomb project was authorized by Joseph Stalin in the Soviet Union to develop nuclear weapons
during and after World War 11.

In 1968, Air Force debunker J. Allen Hynek, still reeling from public derision over his claim that a UFO report was
caused by swamp gas, floated the suggestion that reports might be tied to atomic phenomenon.

Originally named the Pacific Northwest Laboratory, PNL was established in 1965 when research and development at
the Hanford Site was separated from other Hanford operations. In 1995, the laboratory was renamed the Pacific
Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL).

After Stalin learned of the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the nuclear program was accelerated through
intelligence gathering about the Manhattan Project and German nuclear weapon project...

The townsite was established in 1905 and incorporated as Richland in 1910. The U.S. Army acquired the city and
surrounding areas in 1943 for the establishment of the Hanford nuclear site, part of the Manhattan Project during
World War Il. Richland was transformed into a bedroom community for Hanford workers and grew to 25,000 residents
by the end of the war. The city remained under control of Hanford contractors until it was re-incorporated as a city in
1958.

Between 1940 and 1996, the federal government of the United States spent at least US$11.7 trillion in present-day
terms on nuclear weapons, including platforms development (aircraft, rockets and facilities), command and control,
maintenance, waste management and administrative costs. It is estimated that the United States produced more than
70,000 nuclear warheads since 1945, more than all other nuclear weapon states combined. Until November 1962, the
vast majority of U...
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The Hanford Site is a decommissioned nuclear production complex operated by the United States federal government
on the Columbia River in Benton County in the U.S. state of Washington. It has also been known as Site W and the
Hanford Nuclear Reservation. Established in 1943 as part of the Manhattan Project, the site was home to the Hanford
Engineer Works and B Reactor, the first full-scale plutonium production reactor in the world. Plutonium manufactured
at the site was used in the first atomic bomb, which was tested in the Trinity nuclear test, and in the Fat Man bomb
used in the bombing of Nagasaki.

In June 1947, the start of the Cold War led to domestic UFO reports being taken seriously by both military and media.
On July 6, 1947, media nationwide claimed that the ongoing "flying saucer" craze was linked to "transmutation of
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atomic energy", though experts later dismissed that claim as gibberish.
William Rudolph Kanne
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William Rudolph Kanne (7 July 1913 — 24 October 1985), was a physicist, inventor and pioneer in the field of gas flow
through ionization detectors, a member of the group responsible for the first self-sustained nuclear chain fission
reaction at Staggs Field in Chicago, and participated in the Manhattan Project at the Chicago, Oak Ridge and Hanford
sites.

This section of the forest preserves, then code named "Argonne" (after Forest of Argonne) was leased by county
commissioners to the Manhattan Project (and later Argonne Laboratory) in the 1940s and 1950s. After its initial tests,
the reactor at Stagg Field at the University of Chicago was removed and reassembled at the Metallurgical Laboratory
site in these woods...

The development effort initially focused on a gun-type fission weapon using plutonium called Thin...

By the 1990s, legends had spread of UFOs interfering with a missile test and taking a nuclear missile complex offline.
In the 1964 missile test, deployment of then-classified decoy warheads...
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The Manhattan Project was a research and development program undertaken during World War Il to produce the first
nuclear weapons. It was led by the United States in collaboration with the United Kingdom and Canada.

UFO reports and atomic sites
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Since 1947, United States media coverage has speculated that UFO reports might be linked to atomic sites.

Russian physicist Georgy Flyorov suspected that the Allied powers were secretly developing a "superweapon" since
1939. Flyorov urged Stalin to start a nuclear program in 1942. Early efforts mostly consisted of research at Laboratory
No. 2 in Moscow, and intelligence gathering of Soviet-sympathizing atomic spies in the US Manhattan Project.
Subsequent efforts involved plutonium production at Mayak in Chelyabinsk and weapon research and assembly at KB-
11 in Sarov.

Red Gate Woods

Fermi at the Red Gate Woods site during the Manhattan Project. Concrete markers designate historic sites and the
foundations of Manhattan Project labs

Red Gate Woods is a forest preserve section within the Palos Forest Preserves, a division of the Forest Preserve
District of Cook County, lllinois. It is located near where the Cal-Sag Channel meets the Chicago Sanitary and Ship
Canal. In the woods is the original site of Argonne National Laboratory and the Site A/Plot M Disposal Site, which
contains the buried remains of Chicago Pile-1, the world's first artificial nuclear reactor.
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Richland () is a city in Benton County, Washington, United States. It is located in southeastern Washington at the
confluence of the Yakima and the Columbia Rivers. As of the 2020 census, the city's population was 60,560. Along
with the nearby cities of Pasco and Kennewick, Richland forms the Tri-Cities metropolitan area.
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Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL) is one of the United States Department of Energy national laboratories,
managed by the Department of Energy's (DOE) Office of Science. The main campus of the laboratory is in Richland,
Washington, with additional research facilities around the country.

Nuclear weapons of the United States
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as the Manhattan Project, an American, British and Canadian joint venture. Under the direction of General Leslie
Groves, over thirty different sites were

The United States was the first country to manufacture nuclear weapons and is the only country to have used them in
combat, with the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in World War Il against Japan. Before and during the Cold War,
it conducted 1,054 nuclear tests, and tested many long-range nuclear weapons delivery systems.

During the Cold War, the project expanded to include nine nuclear reactors and five large plutonium processing
complexes, which produced plutonium for most of the more than 60,000 weapons built...
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