Philosophy Of Science The Key Thinkers

Habermas

Continental Philosophy of Science provides an expert guideto the major twentieth-century French and German philosophicalthinking
on science. A comprehensive introduction by the editor provides a unifiedinterpretative survey of continental work on philosophy
ofscience. Interpretative essays are complemented by key primary-sourceselections. Includes previously untranslated texts by
Bergson, Bachelard,and Canguilhem and new translations of texts by Hegel andCassirer. Contributors include Terry Pinkard, Jean
Gayon, RichardTieszen, Michael Friedman, Joseph Rouse, Mary Tiles,Hans-J6erg Rheinberger, Linda Alcoff, Todd May, Axel
Honneth,and Penelope Deutscher.

Marxism and the Philosophy of Science

A masterful survey of the history of Marxist philosophy of science Sheehan retraces the development of a Marxist philosophy of
science through detailed and highly readable accounts of the debates that shaped it. Skilfully deploying a large cast of characters,
Sheehan shows how Marx and Engel’s ideas on the development and structure of natural science had a crucial impact on the work of
early twentieth-century natural philosophers, historians of science, and natural scientists. With a new afterword by the author.

Creatively Undecided

For many, the two key thinkers about science in the twentieth century are Thomas Kuhn and Karl Popper, and one of the key
guestions in contemplating science is how to make sense of theory change. In Creatively Undecided, philosopher Menachem Fisch
defends a new way to make sense of the rationality of scientific revolutions. He argues, loosely following Kuhn, for a strong notion of
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the framework dependency of all scientific practice, while at the same time he shows how such frameworks can be deemed the
possible outcomes of keen rational deliberation along Popperian lines. Fisch's innovation is to call attention to the importance of
ambiguity and indecision in scientific change and advancement. Specifically, he backs the problem up, looking not at how we might
communicate rationally across an already existing divide but at the rational incentive to create an alternative framework in the first
place. Creatively Undecided will be essential reading for philosophers of science, and its vivid case study in Victorian mathematics will
draw in historians.

Key Thinkers in Psychology

Who am 1? What is justice? What does it mean to live a good life? Many of the fundamental questions of philosophy are questions that
we begin to ask ourselves as young adults when we look at the world around us, at ourselves, and try to make sense of things. This
engaging and accessible book invites the reader to explore the questions and arguments of philosophy through the work of one
hundred of the greatest thinkers within the Western intellectual tradition. Covering philosophical, scientific, political and religious
thought over a period of 2500 years, Philosophy will serve as an excellent guide for those interested in knowing about individual
thinkers - such as Plato, Aristotle, Rousseau and Nietzsche, to name just a few - and the questions and observations that inspired
them to write. By presenting individual thinkers, details of their lives and the concerns and circumstances that motivated them, this
book makes philosophy come to life as a relevant and meaningful approach to thinking about the contemporary world. A lucid and
engaging book full of thought-provoking quotations, as well as clear explanations and definitions, Philosophy is sure to encourage
students and laymen alike to investigate further.

Feyerabend

This book is the first comprehensive critical study of the work of Paul Feyerabend, one of the foremost twentieth-century philosophers
of science. The book traces the evolution of Feyerabend's thought, beginning with his early attempt to graft insights from
Wittgenstein's conception of meaning onto Popper's falsificationist philosophy. The key elements of Feyerabend's model of the
acquisition of knowledge are identified and critically evaluated. Feyerabend's early work emerges as a continuation of Popper's
philosophy of science, rather than as a contribution to the historical approach to science with which he is usually associated. In his
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more notorious later work, Feyerabend claimed that there was, and should be, no such thing as the scientific method. The roots of
Feyerabend's 'epistemological anarchism' are exposed and the weaknesses of his cultural relativism are brought out. Throughout the
book, Preston discusses the influence of Feyerabend's thought on contemporary philosophers and traces his stimulating but divided
legacy. The book will be of interest to students of philosophy, methodology, and the social sciences.

Key Thinkers in Neuroscience

Fifty Key Thinkers on the Environment is a unique guide to environmental thinking through the ages. Joy A. Palmer, herself an
important and prolific author on environmental matters, has assembled a team of thirty-five expert contributors to summarize and
analyse the thinking of fifty diverse and stimulating figures — from all over the world and from ancient times to the present day. Among
those included are: Philosophers such as Rousseau, Spinoza and Heidegger Activists such as Chico Mendes Literary giants such as
Virgil, Goethe and Wordsworth Major religious and spiritual figures such as the Buddha and St Francis of Assisi. Lucid, scholarly and
informative, these fifty essays offer a fascinating overview of mankind’s view and understanding of the physical world.

Philosophy of Science for Biologists
A short and accessible introduction to philosophy of science for students and researchers across the life sciences.

Philosophy of Mind

\"Exploring what great philosophers have written about the nature of thought and consciousness Philosophy of Mind: The Key
Thinkers offers a comprehensive overview of this fascinating field. Thirteen specially commissioned essays, written by leading experts,
introduce and explore the contributions of those philosophers who have shaped the subject and the central issues and arguments
therein. The modern debate about the mind was shaped by Descartes in the seventeenth century, and then reshaped in the mid-
twentieth century, and since, by exciting developments in science and philosophy. This book concentrates on the development of
philosophical views on the mind since Descartes, offering coverage of the leading thinkers in the field including Husserl, Ryle, Lewis,
Putnam, Fodor, Davidson, Dennett and the Churchlands. Crucially the book demonstrates how the ideas and arguments of these key
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thinkers have contributed to our understanding of the relationship between mind and brain. Ideal for undergraduate students, the book
lays the necessary foundations for a complete and thorough understanding of this fascinating subject\"--

Philosophy in Minutes

Philosophy in Minutes distils 200 of the most important philosophical ideas into easily digestible, bite-sized sections. The core
information for every topic - including debates such as the role of philosophy in science and religion, key thinkers from Aristotle to
Marx, and introductions to morality and ethics - is explained in straightforward language, using illustrations to make the concepts easy
to understand and remember. Whether you are perplexed by existentialism or pondering the notion of free will, this accessible small-
format book will help any reader to quickly grasp the basics of this highly nuanced subject. Chapters include: Truth and logic, Marxism,
Communism and Socialism, Ontology, Philosophy and literature, Existence of God, Feminist theory, Consciousness, The future of
philosophy.

Dummett

Fifty Key Thinkers on the Environment

It is important for every student of psychology, wherever they might be in the world, to understand the classic scholars, the classic
studies, and the subsequent generations of people and ideas that have come to define the broad discipline that is 'psychology’. This
book achieves this in the most accessible and engaging manner possible. Rom Harré presents a unique textbook orientation,
combining the biopic with the significance of the major protagonists of the last century, organized by 'schools of thought', yet with
cross-references throughout the text.

Roy Bhaskar
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Michael Dummett stands out among his generation as the only British philosopher of language to rival in stature the Americans,
Davidson and Quine. In conjunction with them he has been responsible for much of the framework within which questions concerning
meaning and understanding are raised and answered in the late twentieth-century Anglo-American tradition. Dummett's output has
been prolific and highly influential, but not always as accessible as it deserves to be. This book sets out to rectify this situation. Karen
Green offers the first comprehensive introduction to Dummett's philosophy of language, providing an overview and summary of his
most important arguments. She argues that Dummett should not be understood as a determined advocate of anti-realism, but that his
greatest contribution to the philosophy of language is to have set out the strengths and weaknesses of the three most influential
positions within contemporary theory of meaning - realism, as epitomised by Frege, the holism to be found in Wittgenstein, Quine and
Davidson and the constructivism which can be extracted from Brouwer. It demonstrates that analytic philosophy as Dummett practices
it, is by no means an outmoded approach to thinking about language, but that it is relevant both to cognitive science and to
phenomenology.

The Philosophers

What better introduction to the world of philosophy than through the lives of its most prominent citizens. In The Philosophers, we are
introduced to twenty-eight of the greatest thinkers in Western civilization, ranging from Aristotle and Plato to Wittgenstein, Heidegger,
and Sartre. An illustrious team of scholars takes us on a concise and illuminating tour of some of the most brilliant minds and enduring
ideas in history. Here is Aristotle’'s Nichomachean Ethics, Plato's cave of shadows, Schopenhauer's vision of reality as blind, striving
Will, Hegel's idea of the World Spirit, Bentham's principle of the Greatest Happiness, Mill's contributions to our understanding of liberty,
William James's theory of the stream of consciousness, Husserl's phenomenology, and much more. Readers will find thoughtful
discussions of everything from Kant's categorical imperative, to the Christian philosophies of Augustine, Aquinas, and Kierkegaard, to
the materialism of Hobbes or Marx, to the modern--and quite different--philosophical systems of Bertrand Russell, Jean-Paul Sartre,
and Ludwig Wittgenstein. Each article is illustrated with a portrait of the philosopher, the contributors provide lists for further reading,
and the volume includes a chronological table that gives valuable historical context. Here then is an authoritative and engaging guide
to the ideas of the most notable philosophers, ranging from antiquity to the present day. The Philosophers shows how these great
thinkers wrestled with the central problems of the human condition--with important questions of free will, morality, and the limits of logic
and reason--as it illuminates their legacy for our time.
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Key Thinkers in Linguistics and the Philosophy of Language

This book is a unique and accessible reference guide to the work of eighty key figures who have played an important role in the
development of ideas about language from antiquity to the twenty-first century. The entries are extensively cross referenced, allowing
readers to trace influences, developments, and debates both in contemporary thinking and across time. Each entry concludes with
suggestions for further reading of primary texts and secondary sources, encouraging readers to find out more about the particular key

thinker and the impact of his or her ideas.

Epistemology: The Key Thinkers

What have the great philosophers written about the nature of knowledge? Epistemology: The Key Thinkers tells the story of how our
thinking about knowledge has developed, introducing you to some of the problems and forces that have dominated the history of
philosophy. Beginning with Plato, Aristotle, ancient sceptics, and the medievals, before moving to Descartes, the British empiricists,
Kant, American pragmatism, and twentieth-century thinkers such as Ludwig Wittgenstein, W. V. O. Quine, Alvin Goldman, and
beyond, each chapter guides you through the ideas, contribution, and legacy of a leading philosopher or movement. This second
edition includes: - A new chapter covering medieval epistemology - Extended guides to further reading and future directions for
epistemology The final chapter looks to the future, highlighting some of the very latest debates that energise philosophical writing

today about knowledge and how we know what we know.

The Routledge Handbook of Logical Empiricism

Key Thinkers in Neuroscience provides insight into the life and work of some of the most significant minds that have shaped the field.
Studies of the human brain have been varied and complex, and the field is rich in pioneers whose endeavours have broken new
ground in neuroscience. Adopting a chronological and multi-disciplinary approach to each Key Thinker, the book highlights their
extraordinary contributions to neuroscience. Beginning with Santiago Ramon y Cajal and finishing with the philosophers Patricia
Churchland and Paul Churchland, this book provides a comprehensive look at the new ideas and discoveries that have shaped
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neuroscientific research and practice, and the people that have been invaluable to this field. This book will be an indispensable
companion for all students of neuroscience and the history of psychology, as well as anyone interested in how we have built our
knowledge of the brain.

Dummett

This revised second edition from our bestselling Key Guides includes brand new entries on some of the most influential thinkers of the
twentieth- and twenty-first century: Zizek, Bergson, Husserl, Heidegger, Butler and Haraway. With a new introduction by the author,
sections on phenomenology and the post-human, full cross-referencing and up-to-date guides to major primary and secondary texts,

this is an essential resource to contemporary critical thought for undergraduates and the interested reader.

Understand Philosophy: Teach Yourself

This book is the essential introduction to the history of Western thought. Covering all the key thinkers, both ancient and modern, and
all the major branches of philosophy, it will give you new insights about the world we live in. Packed full of examples and clear
explanations, and with key terms defined and explained, it is ideal whether you are student looking for a quick refresher or just want to
explore this fascinating topic out of personal interest. NOT GOT MUCH TIME? One, five and ten-minute introductions to key principles
to get you started. AUTHOR INSIGHTS Lots of instant help with common problems and quick tips for success, based on the author's
many years of experience. TEST YOURSELF Tests in the book and online to keep track of your progress. EXTEND YOUR
KNOWLEDGE Extra online articles at www.teachyourself.com to give you a richer understanding of psychology. FIVE THINGS TO
REMEMBER Quick refreshers to help you remember the key facts. TRY THIS Innovative exercises illustrate what you've learnt and
how to use it.

Fifty Key Contemporary Thinkers

Scientists use concepts and principles that are partly specific for their subject matter, but they also share part of them with colleagues
working in different fields. Compare the biological notion of a 'natural kind' with the general notion of ‘confirmation’ of a hypothesis by
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certain evidence. Or compare the physical principle of the ‘conservation of energy' and the general principle of 'the unity of science'.
Scientists agree that all such notions and principles aren't as crystal clear as one might wish. An important task of the philosophy of
the special sciences, such as philosophy of physics, of biology and of economics, to mention only a few of the many flourishing
examples, is the clarification of such subject specific concepts and principles. Similarly, an important task of ‘general’ philosophy of
science is the clarification of concepts like ‘confirmation’ and principles like 'the unity of science'. It is evident that clarfication of
concepts and principles only makes sense if one tries to do justice, as much as possible, to the actual use of these notions by
scientists, without however following this use slavishly. That is, occasionally a philosopher may have good reasons for suggesting to
scientists that they should deviate from a standard use. Frequently, this amounts to a plea for differentiation in order to stop debates at
cross-purposes due to the conflation of different meanings. While the special volumes of the series of Handbooks of the Philosophy of
Science address topics relative to a specific discipline, this general volume deals with focal issues of a general nature. After an
editorial introduction about the dominant method of clarifying concepts and principles in philosophy of science, called explication, the
first five chapters deal with the following subjects. Laws, theories, and research programs as units of empirical knowledge (Theo
Kuipers), various past and contemporary perspectives on explanation (Stathis Psillos), the evaluation of theories in terms of their
virtues (llkka Niiniluto), and the role of experiments in the natural sciences, notably physics and biology (Allan Franklin), and their role
in the social sciences, notably economics (Wenceslao Gonzalez). In the subsequent three chapters there is even more attention to
various positions and methods that philosophers of science and scientists may favor: ontological, epistemological, and methodological
positions (James Ladyman), reduction, integration, and the unity of science as aims in the sciences and the humanities (William
Bechtel and Andrew Hamilton), and logical, historical and computational approaches to the philosophy of science (Atocha Aliseda and
Donald Gillies). The volume concludes with the much debated question of demarcating science from nonscience (Martin Mahner) and
the rich European-American history of the philosophy of science in the 20th century (Friedrich Stadler). Comprehensive coverage of
the philosophy of science written by leading philosophers in this field Clear style of writing for an interdisciplinary audience No specific
pre-knowledge required

Political Theory on Death and Dying

Political Theory on Death and Dying provides a comprehensive, encyclopedic review that compiles and curates the latest scholarship,
research, and debates on the political and social implications of death and dying. Adopting an easy-to-follow chronological and multi-
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disciplinary approach on 45 canonical figures and thinkers, leading scholars from a diverse range of fields, including political science,
philosophy, and English, discuss each thinker’s ethical and philosophical accounts on mortality and death. Each chapter focuses on a
single established figure in political philosophy, as well as religious and literary thinkers, covering classical to contemporary thought on
death. Through this approach, the chapters are designed to stand alone, allowing the reader to study every entry in isolation and with
greater depth, as well as trace how thinkers are influenced by their predecessors. A key contribution to the field, Political Theory on
Death and Dying provides an excellent overview for students and researchers who study philosophy of death, the history of political
thought, and political philosophy.

The Philosophy Book

For all the deep thinkers with questions about the world, this encyclopedia holds the answers you have been searching for. What is the
meaning of life? What is the Universe made of? Read what our eminent philosophers thought about the nature of reality, and the
fundamental questions we ask ourselves. To help you understand the subject and what it is about, The Philosophy Book introduces
you to ancient philosophers such as Plato and Confucius. But it doesn't stop there, read about our modern thinkers such as Chomsky
and Derrida too. Short and sweet biographies of over a hundred philosophers and their profound questions. Work your way through
the different branches of philosophy such as metaphysics and ethics. Understand how philosophical questions have led to
breakthroughs in maths and science. Get to grips with how the history of philosophy informs our modern lives, exploring topics such as
how science can predict the future and how language shapes our thoughts and decisions. Your Philosophical Questions Explained If
you thought philosophy was full of difficult concepts, The Philosophy Book presents the key ideas in an easy to follow layout.
Explained in simple terms with visual guides such as mind maps, diagrams, and timelines for the progression of ideas. Enjoy the
stunning graphics that add a little wit to the serious subject. Travel from ancient philosophers to contemporary thinkers: - The Ancient
World 700 BGE - 250 CE - The Medieval World 250 - 1500 - Renaissance and the Age of Reason 1500 - 1750 - The Age of
Revolution 1750 - 1900 - The Modern World 1900 - 1950 - Contemporary Philosophy The Series Simply Explained With over 7 million
copies sold worldwide to date, The Philosophy Book is part of the award-winning Big Ideas series from DK Books. It uses innovative
graphics along with engaging writing to make complex subjects easier to understand.
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Science: Key Concepts in Philosophy

The philosophical questions raised by the history and practice of science are among the most complex and stimulating. The
philosophy of science inquires into such matters as scientific reasoning, scientific explanation, the nature and value of scientific
knowledge, progress in science, and the debate between realist and anti-realist views of science. Science: Key Concepts in
Philosophy is the ideal first stop for the student wishing to get to grips with this challenging subject. Written with the specific needs of
students new to the discipline in mind, it covers the work of key thinkers and outlines clearly the central questions, problems and
arguments encountered in studying the philosophy of science. The book considers such fundamentals as discovery, evidence,
verification and falsification, realism and objectivity. It also draws on specific examples from the history of science to further illuminate
the philosophical questions addressed. This is a practical and informative introduction to a major component of the undergraduate

philosophy curriculum, as well as being a support to ongoing study.

General Philosophy of Science: Focal Issues

Logical empiricism is a philosophical movement that flourished in the 1920s and 30s in Central Europe and in the 40s and 50s in the
United States. With its stated ambition to comprehend the revolutionary advances in the empirical and formal sciences of their day and
to confront anti-modernist challenges to scientific reason itself, logical empiricism was never uncontroversial. Uniting key thinkers who

often disagreed with one another but shared the aim to conceive of philosophy as part of the scientific enterprise, it left a rich and
varied legacy that has only begun to be explored relatively recently. The Routledge Handbook of Logical Empiricism is an outstanding
reference source to this challenging subject area, and the first collection of its kind. Comprising 41 chapters written by an international

and interdisciplinary team of contributors, the Handbook is organized into four clear parts: The Cultural, Scientific and Philosophical

Context and the Development of Logical Empiricism Characteristic Theses of and Specific Issues in Logical Empiricism Relations to

Philosophical Contemporaries Leading Post-Positivist Criticisms and Legacy. Essential reading for students and researchers in the

history of twentieth-century philosophy, especially the history of analytical philosophy and the history of philosophy of science, the

Handbook will also be of interest to those working in related areas of philosophy influenced by this important movement, including

metaphysics and epistemology, philosophy of mind, and philosophy of language.

10
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Philosophy of Science: The Key Thinkers

A guide to the key figures in the Philosophy of Science from Plato and Aristotle through to Popper, Puttham and Cartwright.

The Scientific Background to Modern Philosophy

Through a collection of works from key thinkers in natural philosophy, the second edition of The Scientific Background to Modern
Philosophy illuminates the central role scientific writing played in developing modern philosophical thought. This revised and expanded
edition includes many new translations and incorporates works by foundational eighteenth- and nineteenth-century thinkers not in the

first edition, including selections from works by Jean-Baptiste, le Rond d’Alembert, Denis Diderot, Emilie Du Chéatelet, Jean-Jacques
Rousseau, Joseph Priestley, Immanuel Kant, Carl Linnaeus, William Paley, and Charles Robert Darwin. These new additions provide
students with a more comprehensive understanding of the scientific context in which the major philosophical works of the modern era
were written and complement the selections from works by Nicolaus Copernicus, Francis Bacon, Galileo Galilei, René Descartes,
Robert Boyle, Christiaan Huygens, and Isaac Newton that are retained from the first edition.

The Philosophers and Mathematics

This book explores the unique relationship between two different approaches to understand the nature of knowledge, reality, and
existence. It collects essays that examine the distinctive historical relationship between mathematics and philosophy. Readers learn
what key philosophers throughout the ages thought about mathematics. This includes both thinkers who recognized the relevance of
mathematics to their own work as well as those who chose to completely ignore its many achievements. The essays offer insight into

the role that mathematics played in the formation of each included philosopher’s doctrine as well as the impact its remarkable
expansion had on the philosophical systems each erected. Conversely, the authors also highlight the ways that philosophy contributed
to the growth and transformation of mathematics. Throughout, significant historical examples help to illustrate these points in a vivid
way. Mathematics has often been a favored interlocutor of philosophers and a major source of inspiration. This book is the outcome of
an international conference held in honor of Roshdi Rashed, a renowned historian of mathematics. It provides researchers, students,
and interested readers with remarkable insights into the history of an important relationship throughout the ages.

11
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Philosophy of Mind: The Key Thinkers

Exploring what great philosophers have written about the nature of thought and consciousness Philosophy of Mind: The Key Thinkers
offers a comprehensive overview of this fascinating field. Thirteen specially commissioned essays, written by leading experts,
introduce and explore the contributions of those philosophers who have shaped the subject and the central issues and arguments
therein. The modern debate about the mind was shaped by Descartes in the seventeenth century, and then reshaped in the mid-
twentieth century, and since, by exciting developments in science and philosophy. This book concentrates on the development of
philosophical views on the mind since Descartes, offering coverage of the leading thinkers in the field including Husserl, Ryle, Lewis,
Putnam, Fodor, Davidson, Dennett and the Churchlands. Crucially the book demonstrates how the ideas and arguments of these key
thinkers have contributed to our understanding of the relationship between mind and brain. Ideal for undergraduate students, the book
lays the necessary foundations for a complete and thorough understanding of this fascinating subject.

Ethics: The Key Thinkers

Time Magazine reports on a remarkable renaissance of religious belief among philosophers. Who are these intellectuals, and why
have they embraced Christian belief. Several thinkers answer these questions with candor, warmth, and brilliance.

Philosophy of Religion: The Key Thinkers
An accessible survey of the most important thinkers on Religion, from Aquinas, through Kant to William James.
Philosophy of Language: The Key Thinkers
Philosophers have raised and struggled with questions relating to human language for more than 2000 years. Philosophy of

Language: The Key Thinkers offers a comprehensive historical overview of this fascinating field. Thirteen specially commissioned
essays introduce and explore the contributions of those philosophers who have shaped the subject and the central issues and

12
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arguments therein. Philosophical questions relating to language have been subjected to particularly intense scrutiny since the work of
Gottlob Frege in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. This book concentrates on the development of philosophical views on
language over the last 130 years, offering coverage of all the leading thinkers in the field including Frege, Russell, Wittgenstein,
Austin, Quine, Chomsky, Grice, Davidson, Dummett and Kripke. Crucially the book demonstrates how the ideas and arguments of
these key thinkers have contributed to our understanding of the theoretical account of language use and its central concepts. Ideal for
undergraduate students, the book lays the necessary foundations for a complete and thorough understanding of this fascinating
subject.

Philosophers Who Believe

This book provides an account of an original educational philosophy, developed by one of the most significant philosophers of the late
twentieth and early twenty-first centuries, Roy Bhaskar. Though he directed his attention to wider matters than education, his
philosophy has implications for the way we can understand how the world is structured and in turn how we can transform it to

accommodate a desire for a better arrangement of resources for human well-being. It is thus both a theory of mind and world and in
addition, a theory of education. Roy Bhaskar’s philosophy has a view on the following important matters: intentionality, agential
capacity, materialism, the possibility of describing and changing the world, progression, education and the lifecourse, essentialism and
human nature, pedagogy, knowledge and knowledge-development, the formation of the self, curricular aims and objectives, being with
other people, the self in the learning process, the relationship between the self (or agency) and the environment, stratification,
emergence, representation and its different modes, structures and mechanisms, the dialectic and criticality.

The Little Book of Philosophy

If you want to know your Socrates from your Sartre and your Confucius from your Kant, strap in for this whirlwind tour of the highlights
of philosophy. Philosophy is a quest for wisdom and knowledge; philosophia in Ancient Greek literally means “love of wisdom”. The
aim of philosophy is to ask and explore life’s big questions to help us work out what we can know and how we can live a good life.

Today, in a world of fake news, embarking on a quest for truth couldn’t be more important. This pocket-sized introduction to important

philosophers and key philosophical ideas includes accessible primers on: The early Greek philosophers and the “big three”: Socrates,

13
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Plato and Aristotle Key schools of philosophy from around the world — from ancient philosophy right up to the present day — and their
impact on modern life Insights into the main questions philosophers have explored over the years: Who am 1?7 What is the meaning of
life? Do | have free will? Practical applications for the theories of Descartes, Kant, Wollstonecraft, Marx, Nietzsche and many more.
This illuminating little book will introduce you to the key thinkers, themes and theories you need to know to understand how human
ideas have sculpted the world we live in and the way we think today. A perfect gift for anyone taking their first steps into the world of
philosophy, as well as for those who want to brush up their knowledge.

Continental Philosophy of Science

Michael Dummett stands out among his generation as the only British philosopher of language to rival in stature the Americans,
Davidson and Quine. In conjunction with them he has been responsible for much of the framework within which questions concerning
meaning and understanding are raised and answered in the late twentieth-century Anglo-American tradition. Dummett's output has
been prolific and highly influential, but not always as accessible as it deserves to be. This book sets out to rectify this situation. Karen
Green offers the first comprehensive introduction to Dummett's philosophy of language, providing an overview and summary of his
most important arguments. She argues that Dummett should not be understood as a determined advocate of anti-realism, but that his
greatest contribution to the philosophy of language is to have set out the strengths and weaknesses of the three most influential
positions within contemporary theory of meaning - realism, as epitomised by Frege, the holism to be found in Wittgenstein, Quine and
Davidson and the constructivism which can be extracted from Brouwer. It demonstrates that analytic philosophy as Dummett practices
it, is by no means an outmoded approach to thinking about language, but that it is relevant both to cognitive science and to
phenomenology.

Philosophy of Science: Key Concepts

Science has made a huge impact on human society over hundred years, but how does it work? How do scientists do the things they
do? How do they come up with the theories? How do they test them? How do they use these theories to explain phenomena? How do
they draw conclusions from them about how the world might be? Now updated, this second edition of Philosophy of Science: Key
Concepts looks at each of these questions and more. Taking in turn the fundamental theories, processes and views lying at the heart

14
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of the philosophy of science, this engaging introduction illuminates the scientific practice and provides a better appreciation of how
science actually works. It features: - Chapters on discovery, evidence, verification and falsification, realism and objectivity - Accessible
overviews of work of key thinkers such as Galileo, Einstein and Mullis - A new chapter on explanation - An extended range of easy-to-
follow and contemporary examples to help explain more technical ideas - Study exercises, an annotated bibliography and suggestions
of Where to Go Next Succinct and approachable, Philosophy of Science: Key Concepts outlines some of the most central and
important scientific questions, problems and arguments without assuming prior knowledge of philosophy. This enjoyable introduction is
the perfect starting point for anyone looking to understand how and why science has shaped and changed our view of the world.

The Workshop and the World: What Ten Thinkers Can Teach Us About Science and Authority

A fascinating look at key thinkers throughout history who have shaped public perception of science and the role of authority. When
does a scientific discovery become accepted fact? Why have scientific facts become easy to deny? And what can we do about it? In
The Workshop and the World, philosopher and science historian Robert P. Crease answers these questions by describing the origins

of our scientific infrastructure—the “workshop”™—and the role of ten of the world’s greatest thinkers in shaping it. At a time when the

Catholic Church assumed total authority, Francis Bacon, Galileo Galilei, and René Descartes were the first to articulate the worldly

authority of science, while writers such as Mary Shelley and Auguste Comte told cautionary tales of divorcing science from the
humanities. The provocative leaders and thinkers Kemal Atatirk and Hannah Arendt addressed the relationship between the scientific
community and the public in in times of deep distrust. As today’s politicians and government officials increasingly accuse scientists of
dishonesty, conspiracy, and even hoaxes, engaged citizens can’t help but wonder how we got to this level of distrust and how we can
emerge from it. This book tells dramatic stories of individuals who confronted fierce opposition—and sometimes risked their lives—in
describing the proper authority of science, and it examines how ignorance and misuse of science constitute the preeminent threat to
human life and culture. An essential, timely exploration of what it means to practice science for the common good as well as the
danger of political action divorced from science, The Workshop and the World helps us understand both the origins of our current
moment of great anti-science rhetoric and what we can do to help keep the modern world from falling apart.

Bruno Latour
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Bruno Latour is among the most important figures in contemporary philosophy and social science. His ethnographic studies have
revolutionized our understanding of areas as diverse as science, law, politics and religion. To facilitate a more realistic understanding
of the world, Latour has introduced a radically fresh philosophical terminology and a new approach to social science, ‘Actor-Network
Theory’. In seminal works such as Laboratory Life, We Have Never Been Modern and An Inquiry into Modes of Existence, Latour has

outlined an alternative to the foundational categories of ‘modern’ western thought B particularly its distinction between society and
nature B that has major consequences for our understanding of the ecological crisis and of the role of science in democratic societies.

Latour’s ‘empirical philosophy’ has evolved considerably over the past four decades. In this lucid and compelling book, Gerard de

Vries provides one of the first overviews of Latour’s work. He guides readers through Latour’s main publications, from his early
ethnographies to his more recent philosophical works, showing with considerable skill how Latour’s ideas have developed. This book
will be of great value to students and scholars attempting to come to terms with the immense challenge posed by Latour’s thought. It

will be of interest to those studying philosophy, anthropology, sociology, science and technology studies, and almost all other
branches of the social sciences and humanities.

The Philosophy of Science

In 'The Philosophy of Science', George Couvalis offers a clear non-technical introduction to the subject, surveying the key thinkers and
debates in the field.

Wilfrid Sellars

The work of the American philosopher Wilfrid Sellars continues to have a significant impact on the contemporary philosophical scene.
His writings have influenced major thinkers such as Rorty, McDowell, Brandom, and Dennett, and many of Sellars basic conceptions,
such as the logical space of reasons, the myth of the given, and the manifest and scientific images, have become standard
philosophical terms. Often, however, recent uses of these terms do not reflect the richness or the true sense of Sellars original ideas.
This book gets to the heart of Sellars philosophy and provides students with a comprehensive critical introduction to his lifes work. The
book is structured around what Sellars himself regarded as the philosophers overarching task: to achieve a coherent vision of reality
that will finally overcome the continuing clashes between the world as common sense takes it to be and the world as science reveals it
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to be. It provides a clear analysis of Sellars groundbreaking philosophy of mind, his novel theory of consciousness, his defense of
scientific realism, and his thoroughgoing naturalism with a normative turn. Providing a lively examination of Sellars work through the
central problem of what it means to be a human being in a scientific world, this book will be a valuable resource for all students of
philosophy.

Philosophy 100 Essential Thinkers

Introduces and explores the work and ideas of the most important writers in moral philosophy, from Plato to Macintyre.
Key Concepts in the Philosophy of Social Research

\"This is a splendid book, providing a readable and reliable guide to a very large range of topics and literature... the author brings
together, as few of us can, the details of research methodology and practice with broader philosophical perspectives and
approaches.\" - William Outhwaite, Emeritus Professor, Newcastle University \"We need researchers who are philosophically informed
rather than philosophically obsessed or philosophically oppressed. With this book Malcolm Williams strikes the exact balance.\" - Ray
Pawson, Emeritus Professor, University of Leeds This book is an ideal introduction for any student or social researcher hoping to
better understand the philosophical issues that inform social research. Williams is the perfect guide providing short focused
introductions to key concepts alongside a persuasive and engaging overview of how we interpret and conduct research. The book
covers everything from core research methods, to ethical concerns and an exploration of the metaphysics of social life, with each entry
providing: Clear definitions Engaging real world examples Up-do-date suggestions for further reading Informative cross-referencing
Lists of key thinkers. Relevant and authoritative, this book is an indispensable introduction to the philosophy of social research.
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